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Malaysian Trades Union Congress








PRESS STATEMENT 


(9TH JUNE 2009)





MAID WAS STARVED AND SCALDED BEFORE ESCAPING


“FOR THREE YEARS, INDONESIAN MAID SITI HAJAR


 ENDURED CONSTANT BEATINGS” NEW STRAITS TIMES, JUNE 9. 2009





DECLARE COMPULSORY WEEKLY DAY OFF


FOR DOMESTIC WORKERS





The Human Resources Ministry is responsible for allowing slave labour conditions to be openly practiced. Despite reports of abuses, torture and inhuman treatment accorded to foreign domestic workers, the Human Resources Minister has not done anything to address this scourge. Even reports of deaths arising from sadistic employers have not convinced the Government to effectively end such shameful treatment. 





Compelling domestic workers to work 16 hours a day, seven days a week and 365 days a year is not illegal. These group of workers, numbering more than 300,000 throughout the country are not entitled to any legal protection. The Minister has not gone beyond making some statements from time to time.





The only protection these workers have is that they can go to the Labour Department to complaint about non payment of monthly salaries. But without a weekly day off they are denied free movement: They cannot leave the home of their employers which effectively prevent them from going to the Labour Department to report.





In today’s report Siti Hajar claims that her employer owe her RM17,000.00 as unpaid wages. Apparently her employer did not pay her any wages for the three years she had been here.





After escaping from the hell hole, we do not expect Siti Hajar to return to endure further torture. Jabatan Tenaga Kerja should pay her the RM17,000.00 and send her back to her home country.





What happened to Siti Hajar is not an exception: Thousands of foreign domestic workers in the country are made to endure beatings, poor living conditions and suffer in silence.





We urge the Human Resources Minister not to turn a blind eye to these reports. MTUC will raise this matter at the National Labour Advisory Council scheduled to meet later this month. Datuk S. Subramaniam, will chair the meeting.








(G. RAJASEKARAN)


Secretary General
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