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Q: Should foreign labour outsourcing be banned?

A: Outsourcing is the best solution for the government to manage foreign workers.

Q: Why?

A: There are two scenarios

One is that as companies get bigger, they will need more manpower and with outsourcing they can get workers in a more organized way.

Two, outsourcing is good as it will attract foreign direct investment. Investors will not want unions to be formed in their establishments.

Through outsourcing, it would be difficult for unions to be formed as the outsourcing company, and not the factory, would be the employer.

Datuk Ishak Mohamed, Enforcement Director Immigration Department 

NST July 20, 2008

Trade unions in the country have always been suspicious of Government’s motive for flooding the country with millions of foreign workers in the last 15 years.

Although Government says that foreign workers are needed to fulfill labour needs MTUC has repeatedly asserted that Government’s action is deliberately aimed to help major corporations to suppress wages and curb trade unions’ pressure for decent work.

The Immigration Department Enforcement Director, Datuk Ishak has now revealed that investors will not want unions to be formed in their establishments. Through outsourcing, it would be difficult for unions to be formed.

Government’s actions are clearly in breach of article 10 of the Malaysian Constitution and makes a mockery of the provisions of the Industrial Relations Act 1967.

In 1998, Government ratified the ILO Declarations on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work: But their action seem to be in direct contradiction.

The new labour law amendments which came into force since February 2008 compels unions to organize foreign workers in order to secure union recognition but the Immigration Department continue to curb their right to join a union.

This again is seen as a conspiracy between Government and employers to deny union recognition and collective bargaining rights.
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