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Inflation rate hits three 

per cent

Rising food prices, including that of milk cheese, eggs and vegetables, pushed the inflation rate in April to three per cent a year, the highest in 15 months.  (NST May 22, 2008)

Unfortunately, these official statistics do not seem to convince Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi that MTUC’s proposal for a minimum wage deserves Government’s consideration.  Prime Minister did not make any mention of the hardships faced by wage earners in his speech to the 10,000 workers who attended the Workers’ Day Celebration organized by the Ministry of Human Resources. Instead responding to reporters’ questions, Abdullah rudely dismissed MTUC’s request stating that “we have to seek the view of many people.  This is important to me.  But they should understand they can have 100 demonstrations, but if we can’t implement it, we can’t.  It is as simple as that.”

He said “if we increase pay, prices of goods will go up.  What is the point of increasing pay if prices go up?”

Prime Minister’s response shows clearly that he is oblivious to the hardship encountered by millions of workers.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi who repeatedly lectures public sector employees on the importance of delivery system has failed to realize that he does not practice what he is preaching.

Prime Minister has not even acknowledged MTUC’s seven page memorandum on minimum wage submitted on 18th June 2007.
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