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Dan 
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11 Mac 2009
MEMORANDUM TO THE

YAB TAN SRI ABDUL KHALID IBRAHIM

MENTERI BESAR SELANGOR
We, the Malaysian Trades Union Congress (MTUC) and Coalition Against Water Privatisation (CAWP), support the Selangor government's efforts to reclaim the management of water on behalf of the people in the state.

We are of the opinion that in the past four years, Syabas' performance has been dismal and inefficient. It has violated the conditions contained in the concession agreement, and appears to be a cash cow for the rich. The federal  government appears to be supporting the concessionaires rather than representing the best interests of the people.

We learn that the Federal Government has approved SYABAS proposal to raise the water tariff by 30% after the end March 2009. What is the basis of approving such an exhorbitant increase? This demolishes the generous gesture on the initiative taken by the new Selangor State Government to give 20 cubic meter water free.

We are deeply concerned that the Federal Government would most likely repeat the unacceptable and unreasonable commitment they made with the PLUS which allows a hefty 10% increase in toll rates every three years. Malaysians are continued to be burdened by this blunder.

We believe that access to affordable water is a fundamental human right and that governments have the responsibility to realise, protect and promote that right.

We condemn in no uncertain terms the Federal Government's move to sabotage the state government's efforts to take over the water concessionaires in the state. We cannot comprehend the rationale for the Federal Governments decision to reject the Selangor State Government’s efforts to help the people of Selangor.

We also learn that the Federal Government intends to take over all the debts incurred by SYABAS with their bankers. If this is true then the tax payers would be further burdened with the responsibility of bailing out SYABAS.

At a time when the whole nation is facing economic crisis and impending loss of hundreds of thousands of jobs, Federal Government ought to be more concerned about finding ways to help working families and not enrich selected wealthy cronies.

We call on the federal Government to review its stand and support Selangor government’s efforts.
 
We urge the Selangor government not to back down from its position and remember its promises to the people of Selangor to alleviate their hardships and merakyatkan ekonomi Selangor.
For and on behalf of


Malaysian Trades Union Congress (MTUC)



Coalition Against Water Privatisation (CAWP)

